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Are you currently working or 

volunteering in a school? 

How many hours do you spend 

in school a week? 

Level 3 Certificate Level 3 Certificate 

or Diploma 

Do you have the time to 

volunteer in a local school? 

Level 2 or Level 3 

Award 

How many hours can you 

spend in school per week? 

Do you have any experience 

of working in a school, with 

children or in a childcare 

setting? 

Do you have any experience 

of working in a school, with 

children or in a childcare 

setting? 

Level 2 Certificate Level 3 Certificate Level 2 Certificate Level 3 Certificate 

or Diploma 

No Yes 

3-6 7-15 
Yes 

No 

7-15 
3-6 

Yes No 
Yes No 

This flow chart is not exhaustive, if you feel that you would be suited to a different level or qualification due to previous experience or higher level 

qualifications held then please contact the college on 01785 851 251 for a chat and we will be happy to help you. 



 

Overview of Level 2 Qualifications 

QCF Course 
Equivalent 

to... 

Who is the 
course 

suitable for? 

How will I 
learn? 

 

Entry 
requirements 

Placement 
required? 

Placement 
hours 

How will I be 
assessed? 

How long 
will it 
take? 

Progression 
Cost of 
course 

Monthly 
Cost 
(x12) 

Level 2 
Award in 
Support 
Work in 
Schools 

New entry 
level 

qualification 

This is suitable 
for you if you 

are not yet 
employed in a 

school or if 
you are new 

in post. 

Flexible 
e-

learning 

Good 
standard of 
spoken and 

written 
English, basic 

computer 
skills. 

No 0 
Completion of e-

portfolio 
 

Flexible - 
approx 6 
months 

Level 2 
Certificate 

£664.50 £56.45 

Level 2 
Certificate 

in 
Supporting 
Teaching & 
Learning in 

Schools 

CACHE Level 
2 Certificate 

in 
Supporting 
Teaching & 
Learning in 

Schools 
(NQF) 

Teaching 
assistant, 
learning 
support 

assistant or 
special needs 

assistant. 

Flexible 
e-

learning 

Good 
standard of 
spoken and 

written 
English, basic 

computer 
skills. 

Yes 
3-6 per 
week 

You will be 
assessed in your 
workplace during 
your course and 

through 
completion of an 

e-portfolio. 
 

Flexible - 
approx 9 
months 

Level 3 
Award, 

Certificate 
or Diploma 

£1,588.00 £127.46 

Level 2 
Certificate 

in 
Supporting 
the Wider 
Curriculum 
in Schools 

New 
qualification 

If you are 
working 

outside the 
classroom to 

support 
extracurricular 
activities, such 

as midday 
assistants. 

Flexible 
e-

learning 

Good 
standard of 
spoken and 

written 
English, basic 

computer 
skills. 

Yes 
3-6 per 
week 

You will be 
assessed in your 
workplace during 
your course and 

through 
completion of an 

e-portfolio. 
 

Flexible - 
approx 9 
months 

Level 3 
Award, 

Certificate 
or Diploma 

£1,588.00 £127.46 

 

 

 



Overview of Level 3 Qualifications 

QCF Course 
Equivalent 

to... 

Who is the 
course 

suitable for? 

How will 
I learn? 

 

Entry 
requirements 

Placement 
required? 

Placement 
hours 

How will I be 
assessed? 

How long 
will it 
take? 

Progression 
Cost of 
course 

Monthly 
Cost 
(x12) 

Level 3 
Award 

in 
Supporting 
Teaching 

& Learning 
in Schools 

New entry 
level 

qualification 
 

If you are not 
yet employed 
in a school or 
if you are new 

in post. 

Flexible 
e-

learning 

Good 
standard of 
spoken and 

written 
English, basic 

computer 
skills. 

No 0 
Completion of e-

portfolio 
 

Flexible - 
approx 9 
months 

Level 3 
Certificate 
or Diploma 

£664.50 £56.45 

Level 3 
Certificate 

in 
Supporting 
Teaching 

& Learning 
in Schools 

 

CACHE Level 
3 Certificate 

or NVQ 2 
in 

Supporting 
Teaching 

& Learning 
in Schools 

Teaching 
assistants, 
learning 
support 

assistants, or if 
you are in a 

similar role at 
level 3. 

Flexible 
e-

learning 

Good 
standard of 
spoken and 

written 
English, basic 

computer 
skills. 

Yes 
3-6 per 
week 

You will be 
assessed in your 
workplace during 
your course and 

through 
completion of an 

e-portfolio. 

Flexible - 
approx 

12 
months 

Level 3 
Diploma 

£1,588.00 £142.04 

Level 3 
Certificate 
in Cover 

Supervision 
of 

of Pupils in 
Schools 

New 
Qualification 

 

If you already 
supervise 

pupils carrying 
out pre-

prepared 
exercises. 

Flexible 
e-

learning 

Good 
standard of 
spoken and 

written 
English, basic 

computer 
skills. 

Yes 
3-6 per 
week 

You will be 
assessed in your 
workplace during 
your course and 

through 
completion of an 

e-portfolio. 

Flexible - 
approx 

12 
months 

Level 3 
Diploma 

£1,588.00 £142.04 

Level 3 
Diploma 

in Specialist 
Support for 

Teaching 
& Learning 
in Schools 

 

NVQ level 3 
in 

Supporting 
Teaching 

& Learning 
in Schools 

 

Teaching 
assistant, 
learning 
support 

assistant, 
parent 

support 
advisor, 
learning 

mentor or in a 
similar role. 

Flexible 
e-

learning 

Good 
standard of 
spoken and 

written 
English, basic 

computer 
skills. 

Yes 
7-15 per 

week 

You will be 
assessed in your 
workplace during 
your course and 

through 
completion of an 

e-portfolio. 
 

Flexible - 
approx 
12-18 

months 

Foundation 
degree or 

HLTA 
£1,774.00 £157.95 



 
 


